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Chair’'s Message

AAALAC is Coming!

We are expecting our next site visit by AAALAC International to take
place sometime within the first three months of 2026. AAALAC visits the
campus every three years to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the
animal care and use program. This visit is critical to maintaining our
AAALAC accreditation as an outstanding program. The National
Institutes of Health (NIH) highly encourages all institutions that receive
Public Health Service (PHS) funding to be accredited by AAALAC to
ensure and document compliance with federal policies and guidelines.

We will send out more detailed information when we learn the exact
dates of the site visit and will also be in touch to help labs prepare their
animal spaces and recordkeeping for evaluation.

Regards,
Karsten Gronert
ACUC Chair

Buprenorphine Formulations

Listing multiple formulations of buprenorphine on your AUP can be
beneficial, and the ACUC recommends this practice for increased
flexibility and in response to backordered supplies.

If you plan to use multiple formulations, please make sure that:
A. Each formulation is included in your Biological Use Authorization
(BUA).

B. Each formulation is listed in the ‘Are You Using?’ section of your
AUP, and under each applicable procedure.
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Buccal Swabs for DNA Sampling

Looking for a less invasive refinement for DNA sampling in mice?
Consider buccal swabbing as an alternative to tail tip blood
collection. A recent study found that PCR results were equivalent
between these methods, indicated that no pups were rejected by
their dams after sample collection, and no pain medication was
necessary due.

If you would like to incorporate this method into your lab’s AUP
procedures, you can find pre-approved wording on OLAC’s website
here.

Carcass Storage and Transportation

When storing animal carcasses or tissues in lab spaces, it is
important to ensure that other materials within the lab do not
become contaminated. To avoid cross-contamination, stored
carcasses must be contained in one of the following places:

A. In arefrigerator or freezer that is only ever used to store
animal carcasses.

e The refrigerator/freezer must be labeled with a sign
indicating it is a carcass-only area, as well as a
biohazard sticker (available upon request from EH&S).

B. On the bottom level of a shared-use freezer, within a solid
box (made of plastic or metal) with a tight-fitting lid.

e The box and lid must be labeled with a biohazard

sticker.

If you have questions about whether your current set-up meets these
requirements, please email acuc@berkeley.edu.

Altering Submissions Mid-Review

Once an amendment or continuing review submission has been
assigned to reviewers, no additional significant changes may be
made until after the submission has been approved. The only
exceptions are administrative changes (e.g., nhew personnel or
funding) and minor changes made in direct response to reviewer
comments. If additional significant changes are made mid-review,
the initial assighment of the protocol to DMR or FCR review is
nullified and the submission may need to undergo that process again,
which will result in delays to the review process. Please see the
ACUC Policy on Protocol Review for more details about the review
process.
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Sanitation by Hand-Washing

In response to suggestions from AAALAC during their last visit to UC
Berkeley, the Animal Care & Use Committee (ACUC) has created
guidelines for the Sanitation of Investigator-Maintained Hand-Washed
Items.

Moving forward, labs will be expected to maintain an SOP describing
how each type of hand-washed instrument/equipment will be
sanitized and will need to conduct annual quality assurance testing.
The Office of Laboratory Animal Care (OLAC) may be contacted for
assistance and consultation regarding the method of sanitation,
and/or to conduct the quality assurance testing as a service to the
Pl. These new guidelines are in line with what is expected at other
UC campuses.

Personnel Training Requirements

Pls are responsible for making sure their lab personnel complete
appropriate training. This is specified in the ACUC Policy on Principal
Investigator Responsibilities, and each Pl attests that they will
comply with this policy as part of their protocol submission process.

To be approved on an AUP, personnel must complete:

o “Working with the IACUC (All animal users)” CITI training
course.

e Occupational health clearance.

To begin animal research in the vivarium, personnel must complete
facility orientation. The facility orientation request form is available
on the OLAC website here. As part of orientation, individuals must:
e Complete the EHS205 online course.
e Already be approved on the PI’s AUP.

Request training and certification by OLAC on the OLAC website.
Personnel must be on an approved protocol prior to requesting
training or certification. For more details about required training,
please review the ACUC Policy of Training & Education.

Important Note: "Piggy backing” or "tailgating” to enter a building is
never allowed. This includes letting others borrow card keys for
access or bringing in lab members who have not completed the
orientation process. These practices are considered noncompliant
and put the security of all animal-using Pls and personnel at risk.
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Properly Labeling Bottles & Containers

All bottles and containers of solutions or powders must be labeled
appropriately. Appropriate labeling includes:

¢ Name of contents
e Mix/fill date (month/day/year)
e Expiration date (month/day/year)

These must be included even when a solution does not expire.

This is to make it clear to anyone visiting the room (whether they be
personnel, the ACUC, AAALAC, OLAC, EH&S, etc.) what the contents
of each container are, and that the expiration of materials has been
considered instead of simply omitted. Proper labeling is something
that AAALAC, in particular, will be looking for during their next site
visit in early 2026.

If you have questions about this requirement, please contact
acuc@berkeley.edu.

Post Approval Monitoring (PAM)

In addition to regularly scheduled ACUC facility inspections, animal
spaces and documentation are subject to post-approval monitoring
(PAM), as per the ACUC’s Post-Approval Monitoring Policy. PAM
includes continuing protocol review, laboratory inspections,
veterinary or ACUC observation of selected procedures, observation
of animals, and external regulatory inspections and assessments.

Please be sure to document procedures and monitoring as specified
in your protocol(s), and follow-up promptly when notified of a
deficiency by the ACUC or OLAC. The ACUC will routinely check
records during site inspections, during unannounced PAM visits in the
animal facilities, and via requests for virtual records.

Policy & Guideline Updates

e Policy Investigating Animal Welfare and Potential
Noncompliance - NEW effective 5/14/2025

e Sanitation of Investigator-Maintained Hand-Washed Items -
NEW effective 11/1/2025

e Guidelines for Using Cephalopods in Research and Teaching -
NEW effective 11/1/2025
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